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“The Departmentof Finance
said the increase related to
profits in a small number of
companies in the multination-
al sector, “which are unlikely
tobe repeated next year”.
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ion, or 15 per cent, ahead of
the same period last year, re-
flecting strong employment

growth.
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momentum in October

LAURA SLATTERY

Service sector activity growth
in Ireland continued to lose
momentum in October, but
there were some “quite en-
couraging” signs compared to
other economies, the latest
AIB purchasing managers in-
dex (PMI) survey suggests.
Demand growth remained
strong, but below the trend
shown since the second quar-
terof 2021 This was accomy
nied by a relative easing of in-

tourism and leisure sectors,
The continued solid expan-
sion in business activity n Ire-
land is in marked contrast to
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The Federal Reserve stepped
up its fight against a 40-year
high in US inflation yesterday,
announcing its fourth consecu-
tivethree-quarters ofa percent-

With the g crisis

in contraction territory in the
US, UK and eurozonen Octo-
ber,” he noted.

‘Quiteencouraging'
‘The main components of the
Irish survey “were also quite
encouraging”, Mr Mangan
added.
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Toy giant Hasbro sells Ireland’s Boulder Media
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Toy giant Hasbro has sold one
of Ireland’s largest animation
studios, Boulder Media, to Aus-
trallan: based Princess Pic-

The Dublin-based Boulder

Media Ltd show it declared
three dividends last month with
a cumulative total of €8.7 mil-
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Pictures closed on October
17th. The financial terms of the
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Figure 1: Article by Dr.Karlin Lillington in the ish Times issue of 3-Nov-2022.
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Figure 2: Closeups of the article by Dr.Karlin Lidgton in the Irlsh Times issue of 3 Nov- 2022.
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himself, a working model was | v

eventually created at Lon-
don’s Science Museum and
-anothersits inthe Computer
History Museum in Silicon
Valley I've visited both and
et a:;d P it quieimh:lnma
operation-it's quite a t-
ic process involving an
enormous, ¢
tion of shining gears andcop
and moving parts.

“Early historical accounts
all presumed thatovera
hundred yeai's, and two world
wars, had passed before
anﬁne anywhere successful-

owingly or otherwise,
l'ollowed in Babbage's foot-
steps,” Prof Brian Randell of
the school of computing at
Newecastle University, told us
at the plaque launch. “But
now we know otherwise.”

AsRandell explained,
Ludgate came up witha
wholly original design using
shuttles containing 21 sliding
rods, controlled by a perforat-
ed paper tape. Unlike Bab-
bage’s machine, Ludgate's
could perform straightfor-
ward multiplication and
division. Italso had some
early features of modern
computers, such as the ability
to run subroutines.

Itis thanks to a small group
of dedicated computer
scientists that Ludgate's
achievement and importance
are now historically acknowl-
edged, evenifhe himself
remains under-recognised in
the public mind. In 1971,
Randell wrote an early paper
on him after reading Lud-
gate'ssole paper on his
computer, published in the
1909 Scientific Proceedings of
the Royal Dublm Society.

Ludgateresources
Spearheading much of the
recent work on Ludgate is
Trinity computer scientist Dr
Brian Coghlan, who has
worked hard to give Ludgate
his rightful place in comput-

tory. Along with
Randell, he has co-edited a
new book that gathers
together awide range of
papers on Ludgate, and he
maintains a collection of
online Ludgate resources at
TCD. He also organised the
plaque’s launch but then,
unfortunately, contracted
Covid and was unable to
attend.

Among those there on the
day was Ludgate’s American
descendant, his grand-niece
Trish Gonzalez. Representa-

ncwbhlephque
the house

topic for computer science [I
had brought it up myself] and
ittook sometime tofinda
supervisorwho would take it
on, 50 itwas nice to be recog-
nised for the work”,

Healso enjoyed learning
about Ludgate, “The prize’s
namesake allowed for anice
lesson in Irish and computing
history,” he says. I'd like to
think such an unconventional
innovator as Lud&tcwauld
be quite pleased that another
unorthodox thinker received
the prize bearing his name.

Suliman is now in the
second year ofa PhD, He's
aboutto submit a paper that
shows it is possible to recon-
struct user data fromthe Al
models that predictwhat*
word a person is about to type
next - tlhnsc dl‘hree-wnrd
suggestions that appear
above the keyboard on a
smartphone” h

Imagine what Ludgate
might have thoughtabout
muchof the world these days
owning a pocket computer in
the form of a smartphone,
taking up less space thana
couple of his sliding rods.

Andimagine what more he
might have done, had he lived
longer. He died from pneuma-
niaatthe youngage of 39, just
n;;rj 100 years ago in Octo!

1922,

e ..



