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Object name: Digitized Archives of The English Mechanic and World of Science
Vintage: 2020
Synopsis: The full archive set in which was first discovered a diagram of Percy Ludgate’s Analytical Machine.
Description:

Just before Christmas 2019, Ralf Beulow of Heinz Nixdorf MuseumsForum [3] with Eric Hutton [1] discovered a pair of articles about Ludgate’s machine in the popular science magazine “The English Mechanic and World of Science”. One was a very brief summary [4] of Percy Ludgate’s 1909 paper (see [2]), with no new information.

The other article [5] did indeed promise new information, if validated, and included the first known diagram of Ludgate’s machine. This article was attributed to “Engineering”. A search by Jade Ward of University of Leeds Library discovered the article was in fact an abbreviated extract of an article [6] published a month earlier in “Engineering” (a London-based monthly magazine founded in 1865).
Many thanks to Eric Hutton for generously donating a complete set of the digitized archives of ”The English Mechanic and World of Science”.
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Figure 1: Full set of The English Mechanic and World of Science archived issues
Official computer USB stick, front view
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Figure 2 ENGLISH MECHANIC AND WORLD OF SCIENCE, NO. 2302, MAY 7, 1909, PAGES 322

Image reproduced courtesy Ralf Buelow of Heinz Nixdorf MuseumsForum, and Eric Hutton
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Figure 3 ENGLISH MECHANIC AND WORLD OF SCIENCE, NO. 2319, SEPT 3, 1909, PAGE 111
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