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Description:

John Gabriel Byrne founded and led the Department of Computer Science, Trinity College Dublin, during its first 40 years of rapid development, and very substantially influenced the people who participated in the evolution of a national industry that experienced dramatic developments over that time.

After Prof.Byrne’s retirement, a committee led by Dr.Jeremy Jones, following a recommendation by Prof.Marie Redmond, selected the up-and-coming (but now well-known) Atsushi Kaga to paint Prof.Byrne’s portrait. Atsushi is a Japanese artist who currently lives and works in Ireland [2], but was a student at National College of Art and Design at the time.
This portrait of Prof.J.G.Byrne was completed in 2005. Prof.Byrne is shown seated at the western end of the central table in the Senior Common Room in Trinity College Dublin, where he often sat when visiting the Common Room. The artist has made it quite warm overall colour-wise, as opposed to a more conventional dark background, and especially well captured Prof.Byrne’s wry smile. The portrait is presently hung in the O’Reilly Institute close by his office there.
In the artist’s own words [3]:

It is quite an old painting for me. And I am still a painter, but not a portrait painter. So I feel like I am reviewing someone else's painting. And it is not a bad job at all by a young painter. The painting made me smile.

It was long time ago. So my memory is not certain. But this is how I recall. The location of the portrait is somewhere in Trinity College, because his office was too small, or I found it was not so suitable. So his colleague who commissioned me suggested the location. It is a very nice location. Because it goes with his green jacket, and it also shows subtly he is in academia. And his friend told me that the jacket was sort of his trademark. You would often find him with the jacket and some papers (a newspaper) stuck in the pocket of his jacket. I included this worn out pocket. And a gadget behind his hands was something from his office. I think it is an old calculator or something, which shows the field of his study. It is standard practice to use objects and garments to show the sitter's personality and his place in the society.

There is a very small artistic play in it, which is not really to do with the sitter (painters do this sometimes). I painted the bottom of a quite old fashioned dark portrait on the wall. It is a contrast to the actual rather brighter painting.

I think I made few sketches and took pictures on one or two sittings, then I painted it with oil in my studio.
The ‘old calculator’ is a FACIT mechanical calculator, see elsewhere in this catalog.
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Many thanks to Tom Kearney for the photographs.
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Figure 1: Portrait of Professor John Gabriel Byrne by Atsushi Kaga
