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Description:

Professor John Gabriel Byrne, see Fig.1, was thedimg professor and long-time
head of the University’s Department of ComputereSce [1], a Senior Fellow,
dedicated public servant, and notably self-effa@ingd kindly gentleman, who is
acknowledged by many as the “Father of Computingeland”. This book [2] draws
on an appeal for the memories of those who knewByme well, see Fig.2.

The book, see Fig.3, is available online, for exienap:
https://www.amazon.com/Professor-John-Byrne-Rermanises-
Computing/dp/1520696841

Further detail on the life and contributions of Rrd@5.Byrne can be found in related
documents in the associated folder in this catiBhgn the nine interviews of
Prof.J.G.Byrne by Maurice O'Keefe [4], and in thetaaries of Prof.J.G.Byrne [5, 6,
7]. The history of the department’s major contribatto Irish networking and the
Internet is outlined in [8], while the history dfe department itself can be found in [9].
Further details can be found in the history of Drepartment of Statistics (now united
with Computer Science in the School of Computeesoe and Statistics) [10], the
history of the Computer Laboratory (now IT Servicdd], and the history of
computing education in Irish schools by Elizabetdiam [12].

This book is edited by Dr.Chris Horn, who did hisP. in Prof.Byrne’s department,
became a staff member, and then was a foundenaflltd. Many thanks to Chris for
his efforts in creating this book, and for donatihig item.


https://www.amazon.com/Professor-John-Byrne-Reminiscences-Computing/dp/1520696841
https://www.amazon.com/Professor-John-Byrne-Reminiscences-Computing/dp/1520696841

The homepage for this catalog islatps://www.scss.tcd.ie/SCSSTreasuresCatalog/
Click 'Accession Index1st column listed) for related folder, ‘&bout'for further
guidance. Some of the items below may be more pisopart of other categories of
this catalog, but are listed here for convenience.
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TCD-SCSS-V.20171231.001

Ed: Chris Horn, Professor John Byrne: ReminiscenEather of Computing in Ireland, ISBN-
10: 1520696841, ISBN-13: 978 1520696843, 2017.

[ TCD-SCSS-V.20180409.001

Prof.Jane Grimson, Memorial Discourse on ProfBy@e presented on Trinity Monday, 2018
Official electronic audio file in MPEG-3 format &@D and online (Video: AVC1, 1280 x 720,
4869kbps, 25fps, Audio: AAC, 160kbps, 48kHz).

[ TCD-SCSS-V.20180312.001

Memorium and Obituaries for Prof.J.G.Byrne, bd&5:Jul-1933, died: 16-Apr-2016, see:
https://scss.tcd.ie/SCSSTreasuresCatalog/Prof-Gatiomiel-Byrne-1933-2016.pdf

| TCD-SCSS-V.20160929.001

Nine interviews of Prof.J.G.Byrne, TCD. O'Keefealflice & Jane, 'Irish Life and Lore, Trinity
College Dublin, John Byrne', CD no.55, 68:50 mM&EG 160kbps. Vintage: ¢.2012.

| TCD-SCSS-X.20180907.002

Prof.J.G.Byrne, Computerisation of the TCD LibraB72 Accessions Index.

| TCD-SCSS-V.20180312.002

Portrait of Prof.John Gabriel Byrne, Trinity Calle Dublin, portrait by Atsushi Kaga, 2005.

TCD-SCSS-X.20121208.007

Richardson’s Fantastic Forecast Factory. Paimdfrijmaginary prediction factory, based on Ch

of Richardson’s 'Weather Prediction by Numericaldess', ink and water colour, commissiondd

and owned by Prof.J.G.Byrne, painted by and Copyiidg Stephen Conlin, 1986.
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TCD-SCSS-T.20160323.001

Networking and the Internet, Networking hardwand ¢ghe arrival of the Internet in Ireland,
c.1991.

| TCD-SCSS-X.20121208.004

History of the Department of Computer SciencenityiCollege Dublin. The evolution of
computer science as reflected in the long line a¢inmes used by the department since its
inception, ¢.1969

TCD-SCSS-X.20121208.006

Department of Statistics, Trinity Collegeublin. The evolution of the Dept.Statistics aseefied i
the machines used since its inception c.1968.

| TCD-SCSS-X.20121208.005

The Computer Laboratory, Trinity College Dublirhélevolution of Trinity College Dublin
computing services as reflected in the long linenathines used by the Computer Lab since if
inception ¢.1968.

vl

TCD-SCSS-V.20180124.001

Elizabeth Oldham, History of Computing Educatiorrish Schools. Video of presentation to
Computers in Education Society of Ireland (CESIjpater Science Symposium, September
2017.

TCD-SCSS-X.20121208.001

Charles Babbage's Engines, Irish interactions @fiarles Babbage regarding his Difference
Engines and Analytical Engine, c.1843.

TCD-SCSS-V.20121208.870

Ada Lovelace's famous translation with an 'Additid’rof.J.G.Byrne's offprint of Ada Lovelace

translation of L.Menabrea's 'Sketch' of the AnaBfttiEngine, incorporating an offprint of Charlgs

Babbage's 'Addition’, c.1843.

S

| TCD-SCSS-X.20121208.002

Percy E. Ludgate Prize in Computer Science. Rnizeemory of Percy Ludgate's novel
1909 design for an Analytical Engine, the nextraltabbage's.

TCD-SCSS-T.20121208.019

IBM 1620. TCD's first computer, purchased in 19@htage: c.1959.

| TCD-SCSS-T.20121208.018

IBM 360/44 console and subsystems. Control pal) logic, core memory from IBM 360/44
installed in Trinity College Dublin to provide arsiee to all sectors of College, including the
Dept.Computer Science, from 1969. Vintage: ¢.1965
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Figure 1: Professor John Gabriel Byrne,”the imageJohn”



Reminiscences of Professor Byrne

In the view of many. Professor John Byrne was an extraordinary asset for Ireland. He was at
the forefront of computing in the country, and of educating generations of university students on
the engineering and application of computers.

Prof Byrne however had many other interests and influences beyond computing. He was a
student of the classics, as well as an engineer. He was a strong supporter of feminism in the
male oriented professions. He was keenly interested in politics, an enthusiastic folower of
rugby, and always thoroughly enjoyed horse racing.

He was a quiet influencer, and often achieved results despite inertia and resistance in the
system. He was a strong but gentle inspiration for so many people, and yet never sought public
recognition.

In recognition of his life, a team of his colleagues and friends have taken the initiative to form a
collection of memories and of influences of John. The intent is to publish these, in due course,
in both a physical and e-book.

We invite you to contribute your best story and reminiscence of John. We are particularly
interested in pieces which illuminate aspects of his character and interests.

Your personal contribution should be at least 100 words, but no more than 2,000. You should
confirm that you are happy to have your name and affiliation published alongside your
contribution.  You can make just a single contribution.

Please send your contribution to Chris Horn ichris.horn.at@gmail.com). Chris will curate and
collate the submissions, and then arrange publication in due course.

Copyright

You should also confirm that you are happy that your copyright to your contribution should be
under the Creative Commeons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License - this allows others o
copy and use your work, but they must attribute the work to you, and any version that they
derive from your work remains under the same copyright license.

Team

Brian Coghlan Declan Deasy Daphne Gill
Meville Harris Chris Horn Jeremy Jones
Dan McCarthy Kevin Ryan Rosemary Welsh

Figure 2: Appeal that led to the book on Profes¥ainn Gabriel Byrne




Professor John Byrne:  fathero
. - cmiﬂ: in
Reminiscences reland

Edited by Chris Horn

Figure 3: Professor John Byrne: Reminiscences: Eatif Computing in Ireland, front cover



