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Professor John Gabriel Byrne, see Fig.1, was the founding professor and long-time head of the University’s Department of Computer Science [1], a Senior Fellow, dedicated public servant, and notably self-effacing and kindly gentleman, who is acknowledged by many as the “Father of Computing in Ireland”. This book [2] draws on an appeal for the memories of those who knew Prof.Byrne well, see Fig.2.

The book, see Fig.3, is available online, for example at: https://www.amazon.com/Professor-John-Byrne-Reminiscences-Computing/dp/1520696841
Further detail on the life and contributions of Prof.J.G.Byrne can be found in related documents in the associated folder in this catalog [3], in the nine interviews of Prof.J.G.Byrne by Maurice O'Keefe [4], and in the obituaries of Prof.J.G.Byrne [5, 6, 7]. The history of the department’s major contribution to Irish networking and the Internet is outlined in [8], while the history of the department itself can be found in [9]. Further details can be found in the history of the Department of Statistics (now united with Computer Science in the School of Computer Science and Statistics) [10], the history of the Computer Laboratory (now IT Services) [11], and the history of computing education in Irish schools by Elizabeth Oldham [12].
This book is edited by Dr.Chris Horn, who did his Ph.D. in Prof.Byrne’s department, became a staff member, and then was a founder of Iona Ltd. Many thanks to Chris for his efforts in creating this book, and for donating this item.

The homepage for this catalog is at: https://www.scss.tcd.ie/SCSSTreasuresCatalog/
Click 'Accession Index' (1st column listed) for related folder, or 'About' for further guidance. Some of the items below may be more properly part of other categories of this catalog, but are listed here for convenience.
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Figure 1: Professor John Gabriel Byrne,”the image of John”
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the forefront of compuw\g in the country, and of educating generations of university students on
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He was a quiet influencer, and often achieved results despite inertia and resistance in the

system. He was a strong but gentle inspiration for so many people, and yet never sought public

recognition.

In recognition of his lite, a team of his colleagues and friends have taken the initiative to form a
collection of memories and of influences of John. The intent is to publish these, in due course,

in both a physical and e-book.

We invite you to contribute your best story and reminiscence of John. We are particularly

interested in pieces which Mominate sepocts of his charadier and miorosts

Please send your contribution to Chris Horn (chris-hom.at@grmail.com). Chris will curate and
collate the submissions, and then arrange publication in due course.
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Figure 2: Appeal that led to the book on Professor John Gabriel Byrne
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Figure 3: Professor John Byrne: Reminiscences: Father of Computing in Ireland, front cover

