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Description: 
These posters were exhibited to coincide with a conference of the International 
Federation of Information Processing (IFIP) held in Trinity College Dublin in 
September, 1986. 
 
These posters describe Computation in the era of Queen Elizabeth I (1533-1603), part 
of a larger exhibition created by Prof.J.G.Byrne that was entitled Computing through 
the Ages and held in the Long Room of the Old Library in Trinity College Dublin 
from September, 1986, which amongst other exhibits also included an exhibition on 
Charles Babbage’s Computing Engines, see elsewhere in this catalog. 
 
These exhibition materials were re-used as part of the Treasures of the Mind 
exhibition held in the Colonnades Gallery of the Old Library for the TCD 
Quatercentenary in 1992. 
 
 
 
 
 
The homepage for this catalog is at: https://www.scss.tcd.ie/SCSSTreasuresCatalog/ 
Click 'Accession Index' (1st column listed) for related folder, or 'About' for further 
guidance. Some of the items below may be more properly part of other categories of 
this catalog, but are listed here for convenience. 
 

Accession Index Location Vintage Object and Identification 
TCD-SCSS-V.20121208.872  c.1986 Prof.J.G.Byrne, Posters on Computation in 

the era of Queen Elizabeth I, for an 
exhibition to coincide with the IFIP-1986 
conference, c.1986. 
[Prof.J.G.Byrne's IFIP-1986 exhibits and 
1992 TCD Quatercentenary exhibits] 
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Figure 1: Exhibition publicity materials: 
1986: ‘Computing Through The Ages’ 

1992: ‘Treasures of the Mind’ 
 



 
 

 
Figure 2: Computation in the era of Queen Elizabeth I (1533-1603) 

Preparatory and final title posters 
 



 
Figure 3: Computation in the era of Queen Elizabeth I 

 



 
Figure 4: Cuthbert Tunstall, author of one of the earliest English books on arithmetic 
 



 
Figure 5: Cuthbert Tunstall’s book on arithmetic 

‘De Arte Supputandi Libri Quattuor’ by Cutheberti Tonstalli, c.1538 
 



 
Figure 6: Robert Recorde, author of the first widely used English book on arithmetic 

 



 
Figure 7: Arithmetic accompanied by counters or jetons, akin to the methods referred to by Robert Recorde 

(for Jetons, see elsewhere in this catalog) 



 

 
Figure 8: John Dee, philosopher to Queen Elizabeth I 

 



 
Figure 9: John Dee 

 



 
Figure 10: Thomas Hood, inventor of the Sector 

 



 
Figure 11: How to make and use a Sector, by Thomas Hood 

 



 
Figure 12: Illustration of both sides of a Sector 

 



 
Figure 13: Sir George Carew using a Quadrant for gunnery calculations during the Battle of Kinsale, 1601 

 



 
Figure 14: ‘Usus Et Fabrica Circin Cvivsdam Proportionis, Per quem omnia ferè tum Euclidis, tú Mathematicoru 

omnium problemata facili negotio resoluuntur’, by Opera & Studio Balthesaris Caprae, c.1607, 
on fabrication and use of Sectors, suppressed by University of Padua 2 months after publication 

after complaint by Galileo that it was a plagiarized translation from his own work 
 



 
Figure 15: Napier’s Logarithms 

 



 
Figure 16: Napier’s Bones 

 



 
Figure 17: Napier’s Bones 

 


