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Description: 
To quote from [1]: “Nicholas Copernicus's landmark work, 'De Revolutionibus,' 
might never have been published had it not been for Georg Joachim Rhäticus. In the 
sixteenth century, Nicholas Copernicus proposed the theory that the Sun, not the 
Earth, is the center of the Universe. Although he had begun a manuscript to explain 
his theory, he had not completed it. Rhäticus, a mathematics teacher at Wittenberg 
who wanted to learn more about this new theory, traveled to Poland to visit 
Copernicus. During his stay with Copernicus, Rhäticus wrote and published this 
preliminary announcement of Copernicus's theory, 'The Narratio Prima,' or, 'The 
First Report.' “ 
 
The frontispiece is in abbreviated Latin, which assuming ‘excellentiff.’ abbreviates 
‘excellentissimi’ and ‘ad clariff.’ abbreviates ‘ad clarissimum’ then expands to: 
 
De libris Revolutionum eruditissimi viri, et mathematici excellentissimi reuerendi D. 
Doctoris Nicolai Copernici Torunnaei Canonici Vuarmaciensis, Narratio Prima ad 
clarissimum Virum D. Joannem Schonerum, per M. Georgium Joachimum Rheticum, 
Una cum Encomio Borussiae scripta. 
 
This translates (courtesy Dr.Dan McCarthy) to: 
 
The books of orbits by the most erudite of men and most excellent mathematician, 
reverend D. Doctor Nicholas Copernicus of Torun, canon of Warmia, the First 
Account together with In Praise of Prussia, written by Georg Joachim Rheticus to the 
famous man, D. Joannes Schoner. 
 
This is a reprint of the famous book on the early astronomy of Nicolaus Copernicus 
(1473-1543) by Georg Joachim Rhaticus (1514-1576), written to Johann Schoner 
(1477-1547). Its publication in 1540 was the first unveiling of Copernicus's theory. 
Copernicus subsequently published his major work De Revolutionibus Orbium 
Coelestium (1543), prompted by Rhaticus. In Jul-2016 a first edition of Rhaticus’ 
book sold for St£1,818,500 [2], but the item in this collection is a later reprint [3] by 
Georgius Vogelinus, physician reader (medical lecturer), in 1596 (Anno MDXCVI). 
 
See also the Sliderule category of this collection. 
 
Photographs courtesy Prof.J.G.Byrne and Dr.Arthur Hughes. Despite the photographs, 
this item appears to be lost; any information on its whereabouts will be very welcome. 



 
The homepage for this catalog is at: https://www.scss.tcd.ie/SCSSTreasuresCatalog/ 
Click 'Accession Index' (1st column listed) for related folder, or 'About' for further 
guidance. Some of the items below may be more properly part of other categories of 
this catalog, but are listed here for convenience. 
 

Accession Index Location Vintage Object and Identification 
TCD-SCSS-V.20121208.871  c.1596 Georgius Vogelinus, ‘De libris 

Revolutionum eruditissimi viri, et 
mathematici excellentissimi reuerendi D. 
Doctoris Nicolai Copernici ...’, reprint of 
Georg Rhaticus' famous book 'De 
Revolutionibus' that unveiled the 
astronomical theory of Copernicus, with a 
diagram of Kepler's first proposal for a 
Planetarium, 1596. 
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Kepler’s first proposal for a Planetarium (1596) 
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