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Description: 
Professor John Gabriel Byrne collected works by Babbage and about him, see 
elsewhere in this catalog. This set of typed captions, all mounted on black cardboard, 
is from an exhibition Charles Babbage’s Computing Engines, part of a larger 
exhibition created by Prof.J.G.Byrne that was entitled Computing through the Ages 
and held in the Long Room of the Old Library in Trinity College Dublin from 
September, 1986, which amongst other exhibits also included an exhibition on 
Computation in the era of Queen Elizabeth I (1533-1603), also see elsewhere in this 
catalog. This large exhibition was timed to coincide with a conference of the 
International Federation of Information Processing (IFIP) held in Trinity College 
Dublin in September, 1986. 
 
These exhibition materials were re-used as part of the Treasures of the Mind 
exhibition held in the Colonnades Gallery of the Old Library for the TCD 
Quatercentenary in 1992. 
 
The homepage for this catalog is at: https://www.scss.tcd.ie/SCSSTreasuresCatalog/ 
Click 'Accession Index' (1st column listed) for related folder, or 'About' for further guidance. 
Some of the items below may be more properly part of other categories of this catalog, 
but are listed here for convenience. 
 

Accession Index Object with Identification 
TCD-SCSS-V.20121208.866 About a dozen typed captions, all mounted on black cardboard, 

relating to Charles Babbage, c.1986, literature: Dept.Computer 
Science, Trinity College Dublin. [Prof.J.G.Byrne's IFIP-1986 
and 1992 TCD Quatercentenary exhibits] 

TCD-SCSS-X.20121208.001 
 

Charles Babbage's Engines, Irish interactions with Charles 
Babbage regarding his Difference Engines and Analytical 
Engine, c.1843. 
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Figure 1: Charles Babbage 

 



 
Figure 2: Significant events in the life of Charles Babbage 

 



 
Figure 3: Sign from Prof.J.G.Byrne's IFIP-1986 exhibit on Charles Babbage 

 

 
Figure 4: Charles Babbage and Ireland 

It is likely that ‘who was well’ should be ‘who was well known’ 
 



 

 
Figure 5: The earliest known Irish reference to Difference Engine No.1 

(Dublin Philosophical Journal and Scientific Review, 1827) 



 

 
Figure 6: Charles Babbage’s Difference Engine No.1 

 

 
Figure 7: The Principle of Differences 



 

 
Figure 8: Portion of Charles Babbage’s Difference Engine No.1 constructed by 1832 

(it was this that was demonstrated to Ada Lovelace) 
 

 
Figure 9: enlarged text from Fig.15 of Charles Babbage’s Difference Engine No.1 

 



 
Figure 10: Portion of Charles Babbage’s Difference Engine No.1 constructed by 1832 



 

 
Figure 11: The Earl of Rosse and Babbage’s Difference Engine No.2 

 

 
Figure 12: The 3rd Earl of Rosse’s “Leviathan” telescope at Birr Castle, Ireland 

(the largest telescope in the world from 1845 to 1917) 
Charles Babbage was the first to sign the Visitor’s Book 

 



 

 
Figure 13: The 3rd Earl of Rosse, William Parsons 



 

 

 
Figure 14: Letter from the 3rd Earl of Rosse requesting funding for Difference Engine No.2 

 



 
Figure 15: Charles Babbage’s letter to the 3rd Earl of Rosse on reading that the request for 

funding for Difference Engine No.2 had been sent to the Prime Minister,  Lord Derby 
 



 



 

 
Figure 16: Charles Babbage’s letter to the 3rd Earl of Rosse on reading Lord Derby’s 

rejection of the request for funding for Difference Engine No.2 
 



 
Figure 17: Charles Babbage’s Difference Engine No.2 in the Science Museum, London 

Completed in 2002 [11], with 8,000 parts, 11 feet long, and weighing five tons 
 



 
Figure 18: Charles Babbage’s Table of Logarithms 
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Figure 19: Charles Babbage’s Tables of Logarithms, 3rd Edition, 1834 

(1st Edition was published in 1827) 

 



 
 



 
Figure 20: Charles Babbage’s Notice on Tables of Logarithms, 

from Memoirs of the Astronomical Society of London, Volume 3, part 1, 1827 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure 21: Mill of Babbage’s Analytical Engine 



 
Figure 22: Charles Babbage, James MacCullagh and the Analytical Engine 

 

 
Figure 23: A letter from James MacCullagh’s to Charles Babbage 

This explicitly urges publication of Menabrea's description of the Analytical Engine, 
which was then famously translated and extended by Ada Lovelace 


