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Description:

In 1827, prompted by his friend Lt.Col.Thomas Frederick Colby of the Irish Ordnance Survey (like Babbage also a founder of the Astronomical Society), who wanted a compact set of field tables, Babbage created a greatly improved table of logarithms, a major achievement in itself, by comparing many existing tables, and where different, recalculating the correct value. The book in this collection is a 4th Edition, printed in 1844, and inscribed “Wm Davis, Coniston Cold, 1847”. This collection also has a proof copy to the 1st Edition, see elsewhere in this catalog.
For the front and rear covers, title pages, table of contents, selected content, etc, see Figure 1 onwards below.

The homepage for this catalog is at: https://www.scss.tcd.ie/SCSSTreasuresCatalog/
Click 'Accession Index' (1st column listed) for related folder, or 'About' for further guidance.

Some of the items below may be more properly part of other categories of this catalog, but are listed here for convenience.
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	Object with Identification

	TCD-SCSS-V.20121208.640

	Table of the logarithms of the natural numbers from 1 to 108000, 4th Edition, Babbage, C., Murray: London, contains a printed inscription from Babbage to Lt-Colonel Colby of the Royal Engineers, c.1844.

	TCD-SCSS-V.20161219.001

	Table of the logarithms of the natural numbers from 1 to 108000, proof copy to the 1st Edition, Babbage, C., Murray: London, contains a printed inscription from Babbage to Lt-Colonel Colby of the Royal Engineers, c.1827.
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Figure 1: Babbage’s Table of Logarithms, Front Cover
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Figure 2: Babbage’s Table of Logarithms, Rear Cover
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Figure 3: Babbage’s Table of Logarithms, Binding
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Figure 4: Babbage’s Table of Logarithms, annotation on blank page opposite front cover
“Wm Davis, Coniston Cold, 1847”
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Figure 5: Babbage’s Table of Logarithms, Title Pages page 1
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Figure 6: Babbage’s Table of Logarithms, Dedication Page
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Ix presenting to the public a new table of Logarithms, two things
particularly demand the attention of the editor—their correctness,
and the facility with which they can be used by computers. In
order to give confidence in their accuracy, it is necessary that the
calculations should be true, and their results correctly pri'medg and
that the means by which this has been attempted to be accom-
plished should be fully stated.

The following arrangement was adopted for the purpose of insur-
ing accuracy in the printing.

A copy of the stereotype logarithms of Callet was carefully read
over with the folio edition (1794) of Vega’s logarithms, to ten
figures, and whenever the last figure in Callet’s logarithms was
found to have been increased, it was marked with red ink. All the
terminal figures thus marked were to be printed with a dot below
them.

Types were cast having dots below the figures, and also others
with the figures smaller than those in the body of the table These
latter were to be employed whenever the third figure of the loga-
rithm changed. . :

The proofs of the present tables were read three times: 1st, with
the marked copy of Callet’s logarithms ; 2dly, with a copy of
Hutton’s logarithms, fourth edition, 1804; 3dly, with a copy of
Vega’s logarithms, folio, 1794. : _

They were now received from the printer, and were again com-
pared with the logarithms of Vega as far as 10(),009: the last 8,000
being read with those of Callet. 5thly, The hrst‘ld{QtKl \\‘erc’ro;d
with those in the Trigonometria Artificialis of Briggs. Folio.
Goude, 1633.

They were next returne
proofs from the plates were re
a8 far as 47,500 ; Tthly with the whole

d to the printer, and stereotyped, and the
ad ; 6thly, with the logarithms of Vega
of the logarithms of Gardiner,





Figure 7: Babbage’s Table of Logarithms, Preface Pages page 1
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