AccessionIndex: TCD-SCSS-T.20251022.002
Accession Date: 22-Oct-2025
Accession By: Dr.Brian Coghlan
Object name: Definicon PD32
Vintage: 1986
Synopsis: National Semiconductor NS16032 coprocessor, running UNIX System 5, for the IBM PC ISA bus.
Description:
The Definicon PD32 was targeted to the IBM PC ISA bus, acting as a slave or coprocessor, similarly to the Intel i860 PC/AT board in this Collection, see elsewhere in this catalog. The PD32 in this Collection was populated with 6MHz National Semiconductor 32000 pre-production parts, since formal production began with 10MHz parts.

This item was given by George Scolaro to Brian Coghlan in 1986 when they were both working on the Microstructure Flux Probe (MFP) for Professor Jorg Imberger at the University of Western Australia [2].

Many thanks to Brian Coghlan for donating this item.

The homepage for this catalog is at: https://www.scss.tcd.ie/SCSSTreasuresCatalog/
Click 'Accession Index' (1st column listed) for related folder, or 'About' for further guidance.

Some of the items below may be more properly part of other categories of this catalog, but are listed here for convenience.

	Accession Index
	Object with Identification

	TCD-SCSS-T.20251022.002


	Definicon PD32. National Semiconductor NS16032 coprocessor, running UNIX System 5, for the IBM PC ISA bus. 1986.

	TCD-SCSS-T.20150608.005


	Parallel Processing Cell for MFP. Signal processor for the underwater Microstructure Flux Probe (MFP) developed for University of Western Australia, c.1987.

	TCD-SCSS-T.20251022.003


	Intel i860 Development Board. IBM PC/AT 16-bit ISA bus development board for the i860 microprocessor. S/N: N00304560 600167-004. 1990.

	
	


References:
1. Definicon, Definicon PD32, see:

https://www.hifi-archiv.info/Teac/1973%20TEAC%20Info%20US.pdf
Also: https://www.scss.tcd.ie/SCSSTreasuresCatalog/hardware/TCD-SCSS-T.20251022.001/TEAC-Info-US-1973.pdf
Last browsed to on 22-Oct-2025.

2. Trinity College Dublin, Parallel Processing Cell for MFP, see:

https://treasures.scss.tcd.ie/hardware/TCD-SCSS-T.20150608.005/TCD-SCSS-T.20150608.005.pdf
Last browsed to on 22-Oct-2025.
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Figure 1: Definicon PD32 front and rear views.
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Figure 2: Definicon PD32 left front closeup.
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Figure 3: Definicon PD32 right front closeup.
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Figure 4: Definicon PD32 centre front closeup.
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Figure 5: Definicon PD32 DRAM closeup.
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Figure 6: Definicon PD32 left rear closeup.
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Figure 7: Definicon PD32 right rear closeup.

