
Sweda 800.

Posted on September 4, 2021 4:21 pm

In the late 1950s through the mid 1980s, many store chains used the Sweda Model 46

Dataregister at the checkout. These registers were the usual mechanical cash registers of

the time with an additional mechanism on the left hand side. This extra mechanism
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punched a ribbon tape that would later be fed into a mainframe off site; the ribbon tape

typically contained inventory information.

In the early and mid 1970s electronic systems began replacing these mechanical

counterparts. Companies such as Data Terminal Systems, IBM, Singer-Friden, TRW, and

Pitney-Bowes introduced new electronic point of sale systems into the market. Mechanical

cash register manufacturers such as NCR and Sweda also began introducing electronic

systems to the space.

I mentioned in a previous entry that the local Two Guys store at Northern Lights Plaza

north of Syracuse, New York had electronic cash registers of some sort and I was pretty

sure they were made by Sweda. A photo of a standard Two Guys checkout gives us a small

glimpse at these registers.
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I can’t find a Two Guys receipt from this era, but I previously featured a Bradlees receipt

from that time frame that had the same distinct font I remember from the Two Guys

receipt.
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After some digging around on the Internet, I finally found an up close photo of one of

these registers. The cash register is part of the “Sweda 800/80 system”. WT Grants

apparently used this system before closing up shop in 1975. This is interesting to me,

because the Two Guys at Northern Lights moved into a closed up WT Grants store at the

same location.
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Back office computer

I’m still on the hunt for scans of old Two Guys receipts to confirm my research, as well as

any other photos from the chain. I don’t know if Two Guys use of Sweda 800/80 registers

was common to the chain, to the region, or to a particular store. At the time, many of the

department store chains had varying register systems depending on region or location.
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