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interfaces with a PDP-8/L minicom­
puter. DEC developed the software 
and will market the whole system 
with custom programing. Price 
should be around ·$50,000. 

KEV has applied for a patent on 
the operating-frequency tes t tech­
nique. The diode under tes t is 
placed in an oscillator phase locked 
to a reference oscillator controlled 
by a standard diode. These oscil­
lators are swept together over the 
tuning voltage range while the volt­
age needed to keep the phase­
locked oscillator on frequency is 
compared with up to 10 s tandard 
test curves stored in memory to find 
the bes t match. The system can 
match these curves to ± 0.1 %. 

In addition to tracking, the sys­
tem also can test other parameters: 
DEC is developing software for test­
ing leakage current, breakdown 
voltage, and forward voltage. KEV 
and DEC expect the sys tem to test 
up to 10,000 diodes an hour when 
used with an automatic handler or 
wafer prober. 

For the record 

Lonely. While conventions have 
had a tough year in 1970. a new 
low may have been reached bv the 
Eascon Conference Oct. 26-28 in 
Washington. Despite efforts by the 
sponsor, IEEE' s Aerospace and 
Electronic Systems group. to 
broaden the subject matter, Eascon 
ended up b eing-as one engineer 
wryly described it-a wake for the 
military aerospace business . 

Only 300 registered, and this in­
cluded b etter than 85 authors and 
sess ion chairmen. Attendance was 
less than half of last vear ' s. which 
was in i tself disappo.inting. 

Exhibitors rattled around in one 
of the Sheraton Park Hotel's halls. 
Only 12 companies exhibited over 
and above the six military and 
NASA exhibitors that go t in free. 
·with virtually no attendees on the 
floor by early afternoon, fed-up ex­
hibitors decided to close the hall 
two hours early one day, and four 
hours early on the last day. 

Moves. It's musical chairs time 
a t Fairchild Semicondu ctor again; 
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this time in the MOS group. A few 
weeks ago, Robert J. Schreiner, ex­
general manager of Fairchild's Sys­
tems Technology division , was 
brought in as MOS marketing man­
ager. Harry Neil, MOS and memory 
marketing manager until then, was 
due to move into MOS operations 
to fill the spot vacated when Jack 
Gates was let go. (Gates had been 
described as the man who made 
Fairchild MOS work.) 

But Neil hais moved to lnters il 
Memories Inc. in Cupertino, Calif. 
And with all the cuts in both people 
and money at Fairchild these days, 
Neil may have worked out the b es t 
deal of all. H e's back in MOS and 
he's back in marketing. 

Laser meets ultrasound. The first 
of a group of acousto-optic diffrac­
tion devices has arrived from 
Zenith's Acousto-Optic Develop­
ment Group. It's an intensity 
modulator that uses interaction of 
laser light and ultrasound and 
operates over the entire visible and 
near-infrared spectrum. In opera­
tion. sound waves pass throu gh 
the laser light b eam, diffracting a 
oortion of the light and causing it 
to change direction . Application '> 
include read-out displays , laser 
b eam communications for deep 
space, short-link video-rate com­
munications, low-resolution scan­
ner. doppler-shift optical frequency 
modulator, and video film and 
microfiche recording. 

Glavin in. William Glavin, a 15-
year veteran of IBM who came to 
Xerox Data Systems last April as 
executive vice president, is the new 
pres ident in the wake of the abrupt 
resignation of D an McGurk. Mc­
Gurk left the company with no 
announced plans, and at a time 
when the firm's phenomenal growth 
has flattened out. 

McGurk said earlier this year 
that XDS 1970 sales would, at b es t, 
be even with last year's $125 mil­
lion; the former Scientific D ata 
Systems had b een growing at a 
rate of 25% to 30% in recent years. 
Glavin's appointment could signify 
a speedup in Xerox D ata System's 
plans to go after the bus iness com­
puter market. 

Are you 
thinking Hughes 

is big 
in electronics? 

Good thinking. 
Because Hughes put a lot of innova 
rive thought into making better ga 
and solid state lasers (RS 293), micro 
circui t production equipment (R 
294), high vacuum equipment (R 
295), semi-automatic wire terminat 
ing and harness laying eguipmen 
(RS 296), N / C positioning table 
and systems (RS 297), and FAC 
Flexible Automatic Circuit Tester 
(RS 298). 

r------------------, 
I I 

: HUGHES : 
I I L __________ ________ J 

HU GHES AIRCRAFT C OMPANY 

INDUSTRIAL l:Ll:CTRONICS GltOUP 

Circle appropriate Reader Service (RS) numbe 

Dr.B.A.Coghlan
Highlight

Dr.B.A.Coghlan
Highlight


