
AccessionIndex: TCD-SCSS-T.20220825.008 
Accession Date: 25-Aug-2022 
Accession By: Dr.Brian Coghlan 
Object name: Samsung SGH-ZV10 mobile phone 
Vintage: 2005 
Synopsis: Late model clamshell mobile phone. S/N: R9TYA47381E. 
 
Description: 
The SGH-ZV10 clamshell mobile phone was introduced by Samsung in Q4/2005, just 
before the introduction of the modern form of smartphones in 2006. It is a classic 
example of text-oriented mobiles of the era, very easy to use, and very convenient for 
text messaging, which had by then become a surprisingly (to those who created the 
GSM standard) popular form of interaction, especially in Ireland. It was compact in 
form (90 x 48 x 25mm) and light (105g), very convenient to carry in a trouser pocket. 
 
This mobile was based around a Qualcomm MSM6250 ARM system-on-chip (SoC) 
with 3G wireless capabilities. This SoC included a 146MHz 32-bit ARM926EJ-S 
CPU core using the ARM9 superscalar microarchitecture, ARM’s first modified 
Harvard architecture with separate instruction and data buses, and also separate 4-way 
set-associative caches (instruction fetches do not evict data). The ARM926EJ-S core 
included an MMU, and also the ARM Jazelle technology, which enabled the direct 
execution of 8-bit Java bytecode in hardware. The ZV10 included 64MB of SDRAM 
memory (50MB usable) and 128MB NAND flash memory on a 16-bit data bus. It had 
a typical text-oriented mobile phone keypad and two displays: a primary internal TFT 
screen showing 256,000 colours on 220 x 176 pixels, plus an external secondary 
OLED screen showing 65,000 colours on 80 x 64 pixels. It had a 0.3Mpixel 640 x 480 
VGA camera, IrDA infrared, Bluetooth 1.1, but no WiFi, nor an SD card slot like 
subsequent mobile phones. It used a mini-SIM card. The SoC supported GPS but this 
was not implemented in the ZV10. See Figure 1 for its specifications. 
 
Its 1000mAh Li-Ion battery supposedly gave a standby time of up to 260 hours and a 
talk time of up to 200 minutes, but this was not remotely achievable in normal usage. 
Early users suffered from a typical battery life of 24 hours. This was somewhat 
remedied by the ZV10BUEK1 firmware release in April, 2006, but users were still 
advised to turn off 3G, turn off the phone overnight, and observe a set sequence after 
purchase (let phone run down, then turn it off, charge it for at least 8 hours, and only 
then use as normal). See Figures 11-13. A custom Samsung connector was used to 
connect to the 4.2V (max.650mA) charger or to a PC USB port. 
 
Many thanks to Brian Coghlan for donating this item. 
 



The homepage for this catalog is at: https://www.scss.tcd.ie/SCSSTreasuresCatalog/ 
Click 'Accession Index' (1st column listed) for related folder, or 'About' for further guidance. 
Some of the items below may be more properly part of other categories of this catalog, 
but are listed here for convenience. 
 

Accession Index Object with Identification 
TCD-SCSS-T.20220825.008.001 Samsung SGH-ZV10 mobile phone. Late model clamshell 

mobile phone. S/N: R9TYA47381E. 2005. 
TCD-SCSS-T.20220825.008.002 Samsung SGH-ZV10 mobile phone charger, model 

TCH137UBE. S/N: HT1YA15KS/6. 
TCD-SCSS-T.20220825.008.003 Samsung SGH-ZV10 mobile phone USB data link cable, 

model PCB181BBE. S/N: RT1YA01ZS. 
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Figure 1: Samsung SGH-ZV10 specifications, from gsmarena.com 

 



 
Figure 2: Samsung SGH-ZV10 front view, closed 

 

 
Figure 3: Samsung SGH-ZV10 front three-quarter view, closed, showing female charging socket 

 



 
Figure 4: Samsung SGH-ZV10 front view, open 

 



 
Figure 5: Samsung SGH-ZV10 left front three-quarter view 

 

 
Figure 6: Samsung SGH-ZV10 right front three-quarter view 

 



   
Figure 7: Samsung SGH-ZV10 rear view, closed and open 

 



 
Figure 8: Samsung SGH-ZV10 with charger and USB data link cable 

 

   
Figure 9: Samsung SGH-ZV10 charger and its manufacturing label 

 



   
Figure 10: Samsung SGH-ZV10 USB data link cable, with closeup of Samsung proprietary male plug 

 



  
Figure 11: Samsung SGH-ZV10, excerpts from ‘ZV10 User Opinions’ 

 



 
Figure 12: Samsung SGH-ZV10, excerpts from ‘ZV10 User Opinions’ 

 



 
Figure 13: Samsung SGH-ZV10, excerpts from ‘ZV10 User Opinions’ 

 


