Accessionindex: TCD-SCSS-T.20190917.004

Accession Date: 17-Sep-2019

Accession By: Pat O’'Byrne

Object name: Lear Siegler LSI-310 printer

Vintage: ¢.1980

Synopsis: Tractor-feed dot-matrix printer used lma&s Design Office, Co.Cork.

Description:

This item is a Lear Siegler LSI-310 printer usediiy road design engineers in Cork
County Council. This items was part of the firsrdtion of road design computing,
see“"Comart Commmunicator Computer and peripheradSewhere in this catalog.

The Lear Siegler company arose as an acquisitienglie from the 1961 merger
between Siegler Corp and Lear Avionics. They subsetly developed the ADM
range of video display units (VDUs, see the ADM-@8ewhere in this catalog) and
printers, including line printers like the LSI-310ne printers commonly consumed
continuous fan-folded 14” x 11" perforated papdtdio printed with an alternating
white and green background) fed by means of traggprockets or sprocket belts) on
either side of the printer. Dot-matrix printers bBavlong history back to the 1920s,
but it was the Centronics 101 (1970) that had tinig$egacy, with its parallel
interface continuing to be used on printers foradies. The LSI-310 is a typical
tractor-feed dot-matrix printer of the era, witingact wires that printed 66 lines by
132 of 9 x 7 characters at 180 characters per sed@®cps). The LSI-310 has both a
parallel interface and a serial 20mA current-lo&2B2C communications interface.
Another popular example of this type of printethe DEC LA36, see elsewhere in
this catalog.

Trivia: Lear Avionics was owned by William Powelldr, founder of LearJet

Many thanks to Pat O’Byrne for donating this iteand to Pat and his wife for
transporting this item from Cork to this collection



The homepage for this catalog islatps://www.scss.tcd.ie/SCSSTreasuresCatalog/
Click 'Accession Index1st column listed) for related folder, ‘&bout'for further guidance.
Some of the items below are more properly parhefdther categories of this catalog,
but are listed here for convenience.

Accession I ndex

Object with I dentification

TCD-SCSS-T.20190917.004

Lear Siegler LSI-310 printer. Tractor-feed dot-maprinter
used by Roads Design Office, Co.Cork. ¢.1980.

TCD-SCSS-T.20190917.001

Comart Communicator Computer. Computer used withr Le
Siegler ADM-3A terminal and acoustic coupler tceratct with
design software in TCD. ¢.1979.

TCD-SCSS-T.20190917.002

SORD M343SX Multi-user Computer. Computer used Wwetar
Siegler ADM-3A terminal and acoustic coupler tceiatct with
design software in TCD. ¢.1984.

TCD-SCSS-T.20190917.003

Tulip AT 386/25 PC. Desktop i386-based PC used with
powerline printer/plotter sharing adapters and rpdtt
printer/plotter switches by Roads Design Office, Qwk.
c.1985.

TCD-SCSS-T.20190917.005

Brother HR-15 printer. Daisy-wheel printer usedRyads
Design Office, Co.Cork. c.198x.

TCD-SCSS-X.20121208.005

History of the Computer Laboratory, Trinity ColleBeblin.
The evolution of Trinity College Dublin computingrsices as
reflected in the long line of machines used byGoenputer Lab
since its inception. ¢.1968.

TCD-SCSS-T.20160323.001

Networking and the Internet. Networking hardward Hre
arrival of the Internet in Ireland. 1991.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dot_matrix_printing
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-Fire 1: LSI-300 printer, front view
Photograph courtesy Pat O’'Byrne
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gure 2: LSI-300 printer control panel



Figure 3: LSI-300 printer tractor-feed carriagedlclosed
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Figure 4: LSI-300 printer tractor-feed carriagedlopen




Figure 5: LSI-300 printer, ribbon re-load instruotis

Figure 6: LSI-300 printer, dot matrix mechanism
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Figure 7: LSI-300 printer, dot matrix head
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Figure 8: LSI-300 printer manufacturing label
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Thlngs are blgger

in Texas.

But bigger doesn't necessarily mean better. Take
printers, for instance. The 310 Ballistic™ Printer

interface. It fits anyplace you have a CRT ter'mmal
or small business minicomputer system.

from Lear Siegler doesn't have a price tag The 310 Ballistic
nearly as big as the Texas Instruments 820. _:__'f'" Lt oo Printer is capable of sat-
And though weTe not the big guys in the Palieh LonccuIRRSTE | sempa isfying low-speed day-
printer field, we can offer you big enough' and mndaviiing or undertning to-day requirements
reasons to buy our 310 Ballistic Printer. ?'E%"L" = . and is economical
And that's a matter of no small importance. Moeaes ' Seiiaiei s enough to handle those
—E— ot high-speed tab runs,
A BIG DIFFERENCE. Pt | g it Optional too. With the patented
You can see for yourself. Right down et et e Ballistic printhead and
the line. When placed up against the big Expunded buier _100 O 0 100% duty cycle, no
Price as shown  $2148 Pricsasshown $2308
competition, the 310 Ballistic Printer comes job is too difficult.
out ahead.
First off, at 180 cps and with space/blank NOW YOU'VE GOT A CHOICE.

compression, you get higher throughput for higher

volume data flow.

You also get a nine-wire head with a 9 high

by 7 wide dot matrix. Which gives
you true lower case descenders

With the 310 Ballistic Printer, Lear Siegler
brings to computer printers the same high stan-
dards that made our Dumb Terminal® video dis-

play the standard for an entire
product category.

plus underlining. That makes us a "full terminal
The 310 Ballistic Printer also supplier now —that means CRTs
has a buffer expandable from 512 and printers, too. Texas is no

to 2048 that allows you to dump

a full CRT screen in a split second.

longer the lone star.
WeTe certain that we can offer

you many things our competitors
THE 310 BALLISTC PRINTER . " can't. We've listed them here in
FITS RIGHT IN. black and white. We feel the
Our printer is totally com- lEAR m‘n m evidence speaks for itself.
patible with all Lear Siegler termi- So go ahead and choose.
nals or with any RS-232C w mlm Because now you've got a choice.
DATA PRODUCTS DAVIBION

Lear Siegler, Inc./Data Products Division, 714 North Brookhurst Street, Anaheim, CA 92803, 800/854-3805. In California 714/774-1010. TWX: 910-591-1157
Telex: 65-5444. Regional Sales Offices: * San Francisco 408/263-0506 « Los Angeles 213/454-9941 + Chicago 312/279-5250 * Houston 713/780-2585
* Philadelphia 215/245-1520 * New York 212/594-6762 * Boston 617/423-1510 * Washington, D.C. 301/459-1826 + England (04867) 80666.

Dumb Terminal® and Ballistic™ are trademarks of Lear Siegles, Inc,

Figure 9: ComputerWorld Vol.14 No.29 21-Jul-198@e&7



