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Object name: Data General DG One Portable Computer 
Vintage: c.1984 
Synopsis: Early portable computer, model DG1/2T. S/N: 0054285. 
 
Description: 
Data General Corporation, Southboro, Massachusetts 01772, USA, was founded in 
1968 by engineers from Digital Equipment Corporation, including a brilliant engineer, 
Edson de Castro, chief engineer for DEC’s PDP-8. It began making its Nova line of 
16-bit minicomputers with an accumulator-oriented architecture (a la PDP-8), the 
minicomputer era minimalist equivalent of the 6502 microprocessor of the personal 
computer era. Despite its early success, Data General lost its way both in the personal 
computer era and with the ascendancy of more general register-oriented architectures, 
then was badly affected by Motorola’s withdrawal of its 88000 microprocessor, and 
finally was taken over by EMC in 1999. 
 
The DG1/2T portable computer was released in September 1984. It is said to have 
been the first IBM-compatible personal computer with a full-size (11”) LCD display 
and the first to use the new 3.5-inch floppy-disk drives. However, it was relatively 
heavy, weighing about 9 pounds, so whilst it had the form factor of a modern laptop, 
it nevertheless cannot be equated to a laptop. At US$2895 it was also very expensive. 
 
It used a 4.0MHz CMOS Intel i80C88 CPU, and so was compatible with IBM PCs 
and could run MSDOS, but did not have a PC-compatible ISA expansion bus. In 
addition, although its usual monochrome backlit green LCD display supported either 
25 rows of 80 characters or 640 × 200 CGA graphics, and was quite large for the 
time, it had very poor contrast (an alternative power-hungry electroluminescent amber 
display was available, but entailed sacrificing the battery pack). Moreover, its serial 
ports were incompatible with those of an IBM PC. As a result the DG1/2T was a 
disappointingly unsuccessful product based on a very good concept. 
 
The base model had 128kB of memory (about 40kB was used as video memory), one 
3.5-inch floppy-disk drive, and a 79-key full-stroke keyboard. Memory could be 
expanded to 512MB, and a modem, second floppy-disk drive or a hard-disk (‘fixed 
disk’) could be added. The battery pack (said to consist of C-size NiCad cells soldered 
together) gave about eight hours of run time, and used an external 6.4V charger. 
 
The DG1/2T in this collection was made in about 1987. It is complete with power 
supply, owner's manual and original carrying-case, and is in good working order, 
although it needs to be connected to the power supply for 10 to 15 minutes before it 
will boot, as its internal battery no longer holds a charge. It runs MSDOS 3.3, with a 
20MB hard disk and a 720kB floppy-disk drive. It has an LCD screen that has no 
backlight and is easy to read in bright light, but difficult otherwise. Note the backlight 
when present was not turned on by default during boot, so ‘Cmd’ & ' + ' were needed 
to enable the backlight, and ‘Cmd’ & ' PgUp' to increase contrast. 
 
Many thanks to Paul O’Kane, a TCD Engineering School graduate, who donated the 
items, which he first owned when working in Data General Ireland in 1988-1990. 



 
The documentation is properly part of the Literature category of this catalog, but is 
listed below for convenience. 
 
Trivia: for a taste of Data General, read Tracy Kidder’s “The Soul of a New Machine” 
 
 
Accession Index Object with Identification 

TCD-SCSS-T.20160425.002.001 
 

Data General DG1/2T Portable Computer. 
S/N: 0054285 

TCD-SCSS-T.20160425.002.002 
 

Data General DG1/2T Portable Computer Power Supply. 
S/N: ??? 

TCD-SCSS-T.20160425.002.003 
 

Data General DG1/2T Portable Computer Carrying-Case. 
 

TCD-SCSS-V.20160425.001 
 

Data General One Model 2T Owner’s Manual, Rev.02, P/N: 
0690000233, Data General Corporation, Japan, August 1987. 

  
 
Also see related documents in associated folder in this catalog. 
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Figure 1: Data General DG1/2T front three-quarter view 

Photograph courtesy Paul O’Kane 
 



 
Figure 2: Data General DG1/2T left side view 

 

 
Figure 3: Data General DG1/2T right side view 

 

 
Figure 4: Data General DG1/2T rear view 

 
 
 
 



 
Figure 5: Data General DG1/2T left rear closeup 

 

 
Figure 6: Data General DG1/2T right rear closeup 

 



 
Figure 7: Data General DG1/2T bottom view 

 



 
Figure 8: Data General DG1/2T manufacturing label 

Photograph courtesy Paul O’Kane 
Model: 2540B, S/N: 0054285 

 

 
Figure 9: Data General DG1/2T secondary manufacturing label 

“Model 2540-B DG1/2T 512K 1FD 1HD UK” 
i.e. model 2540B DG1/2T 512kB memory, 1 x floppy disk, 1 x hard disk, made in UK 

Photograph courtesy Paul O’Kane 
 



 
Figure 10: Data General DG1/2T power supply 

 

 
Figure 11: Data General DG1/2T power supply manufacturing label 

Model: 10216, S/N: ??? 
 



 
Figure 12: Data General DG1/2T carrying case 

 



 
Figure 13: Data General DG1/2T owner’s manual, Front Page 

 



 
Figure 14: Data General DG1/2T owner’s manual, Title Pages page 1 and 2 

 



 
Figure 15: Data General DG1/2T owner’s manual, Title Pages page 3 and 4 

 



 
Figure 16: Data General DG1/2T owner’s manual, Title Pages page 5 and 6 

 



 
Figure 17: Data General DG1/2T owner’s manual, Title Pages page 7 and Contents Pages page i 

 



 
Figure 18: Data General DG1/2T owner’s manual, Contents Pages page ii and page iii 
 
 



 
Figure 19: Data General DG1/2T owner’s manual, Contents Pages page iv and page v 
 



 
Figure 20: Data General DG1/2T owner’s manual, Contents Pages page vi and Introduction Page 1 

 


