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Accession By: Peter Canavan 
Object name: Canon CA-2000 Kanji Dictionary 
Vintage: c.198x 
Synopsis: Dictionary designed for teaching Kanji. S/N: オールクリアー. 
 
Description: 
Japanese script writing has a number of forms. At a generic level, many Japanese 
words have two written forms, Kanji or Kana. The former are specific logographic 
Chinese ideogram characters that are also used in Japanese. The latter is a syllabic 
Japanese phonetic form, where each Kana character (syllabogram) corresponds to one 
sound in the Japanese language, and can be of three subforms: an original Manyogana 
root, and its modern Hiragana and Katakana derivatives. Manyogana were specific 
Kanji characters used for their phonetic value, while the modern cursive Hiragana are 
phonetic characters for native Japanese words, and the modern angular Katakana are 
equivalent syllabic characters for foreign derived words, e.g. to spell taxi. Hiragana 
and Katakana each have about 48 characters, plus modifiers. Japanese also includes 
special alphabets, as well as Romaji characters of the Roman alphabet. All should be 
mixed in appropriately. The present set of Kana was codified in 1900, and rules set for 
their usage in 1946. This is a complex subject with a long history, see [1] [2]. 
 
A dictionary gives equivalent words in two or more languages, but a device like this 
is often called a translator, e.g. see the Seiko SII TR-2500 European Translator 
elsewhere in this catalog. The Canon CA-2000 had a Kana keyboard; pressing any 
Kana key would give the equivalent Kanji on its LCD display. It was designed for 
teaching Kanji to school children, but had a very short half-life as the Japanese board 
of education decreed that that this was not how Kanji should be taught. 
 
The CA-2000 used 4.5V at 30mW from three 1.5V batteries. The batteries in the CA-
2000 in this collection work, and the dictionary works if a light pressure is applied to 
the power slide-switch at the bottom-right. It is not in full working order, and this is 
not its only problem. It is fitted with a CA-20B module. <<< what is this ??? >>> 
 
Many thanks to Peter Canavan, Network Manager, Broadcast Operations, Australian 
Broadcasting Commission (ABC), who donated these items from his personal 
collection, having purchased them in Tokyo c.1985. 
 
The documentation is properly part of the Literature category of this catalog, but is 
listed here too for convenience. 
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Canon CA-2000 Kanji Dictionary. 
S/N: オールクリアー 
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Canon CA-20B module. 
S/N:  

TCD-SCSS-T.20160121.005.003 
 

Canon CA-2000 Keyboard Overlay. 
S/N:  

TCD-SCSS-T.20160121.005.004 
 

Canon CA-2000 original packaging (in Japanese). 
S/N:  

TCD-SCSS-V.20160121.006.001 
 

Canon CA-2000 Owner’s Manual (in Japanese). 
Canon Inc, Japan, 198x. 

TCD-SCSS-V.20160121.006.002 
 

Canon CA-2000 Quick Guide (in Japanese). 
P/N: IJ03-306C, Canon Inc, Japan, 198x. 

TCD-SCSS-V.20160121.006.003 
 

Canon CA-20B Installation Guide (in Japanese). 
P/N: IJ03-307A, Canon Inc, Japan, 198x. 

TCD-SCSS-V.20160121.006.004 
 

Canon CA-2000 Errata (in Japanese). 
Canon Inc, Japan, 198x. 

TCD-SCSS-V.20160121.006.005 
 

Canon CA-2000 warranty (in Japanese). 
P/N: PUB.WJ03-013E 

TCD-SCSS-V.20160121.006.006 
 

Canon CA-20B warranty (in Japanese). 
P/N: PUB.WJ03-014C. 
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Figure 1: Canon CA-2000 front three-quarter view, cover closed 

 

 
Figure 2: Canon CA-2000 front three-quarter view, cover open 

 



 
Figure 3: Canon CA-2000 front view 

 

 
Figure 4: Canon CA-2000 lower keyboard closeup 

 

 
Figure 5: Canon CA-2000 lower right keyboard closeup 

 



 
Figure 6: Canon CA-2000 Kanji display closeup 

 



 
Figure 7: Canon CA-2000 rear view 

 

 
Figure 8: Canon CA-2000 manufacturing label 

 

 
Figure 9: Canon CA-2000 centre rear closeup showing CA-20B module 

 



 
Figure 10: Canon CA-2000 serial number 

S/N: オールクリアー 
 

 
Figure 11: Canon CA-2000 right rear closeup showing battery cover 

 



 
Figure 12: Canon CA-2000 original packaging three-quarter view 

 

 
Figure 13: Canon CA-2000 original packaging front view 

 



 
Figure 14: Canon CA-2000 original packaging left side view 

 

 
Figure 15: Canon CA-2000 original packaging right side view 

 

 
Figure 16: Canon CA-2000 original packaging rear view 

 



 
Figure 17: Canon CA-2000 original packaging, opened 

 

 
Figure 18: Canon CA-20B module original packaging 

 



 
Figure 19: Canon CA-20B module original packaging label closeup 

 

 
Figure 20: Canon CA-2000 keyboard overlay 

 



 
Figure 21: Canon CA-2000 keyboard without overlay 

 

 
Figure 22: Canon CA-2000 keyboard with overlay 

 



   
Figure 23: Canon CA-20B Installation Guide (a) front view (b) rear view 

 



   
Figure 24: Canon CA-2000 Quick Guide (a) front view (b) rear view 

 



 
Figure 25: Canon CA-2000 Errata 

 



 
Figure 26: Canon CA-2000 warranty front and rear pages 

P/N: PUB.WJ03-013E 
 



 
Figure 27: Canon CA-2000 warranty centre pages 

P/N: PUB.WJ03-013E 
 



 
Figure 28: Canon CA-20B warranty front and rear pages 

P/N: PUB.WJ03-014C 
 



 
Figure 29: Canon CA-20B warranty centre pages 

P/N: PUB.WJ03-014C 
 



 
Figure 30: Canon CA-2000 User’s Manual (in Japanese) front cover 

 



 
Figure 31: Canon CA-2000 User’s Manual rear cover 

 

 
Figure 32: Canon CA-2000 User’s Manual binding 

 



 
Figure 33: Canon CA-2000 User’s Manual title page 

 



 
Figure 34: Canon CA-2000 User’s Manual page 1 (at top) with foldout page 2 (at bottom) 

 



 
Figure 35: Canon CA-2000 User’s Manual foldout pages 3 (top) and 4 (bottom) 

 



 
Figure 36: Canon CA-2000 User’s Manual foldout pages 5 (top) and 6 (bottom) 

 



 
Figure 37: Canon CA-2000 User’s Manual foldout page 7 (at top) and page 8 (bottom) 



 
Figure 38: Canon CA-2000 User’s Manual pages 9 (top) and 10 (bottom) 

 



 
Figure 39: Canon CA-2000 User’s Manual pages 11 (top) and 12 (bottom) 

 



 
Figure 40: Canon CA-2000 rear pages 

 


