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Synopsis: The first PC teaching tool in the department, with eight 'thin' workstations 
served by two base units. 
 
Description: 
NorthStar Computers was established in 1976 in Berkeley, California, by Dr.Charles 
Grant and Dr.Mark Greenberg. 
 
The system served 'thin' workstation clients (screen and keyboard) from one or more 
base units. Each workstation connected to a plug-in board in one of 13 expansion slots 
in a base unit. Each such board contained a 7Mhz Intel 80186 CPU and 128kB of 
DRAM, running either the Microsoft MS-DOS or Novell NetWare operating systems. 
Each of these boards had all the features of a standard IBM-compatible PC, and up to 
twelve such boards could be installed. The boards shared a single central disk via 
256kB buffer RAM, but had mutually exclusive access to a floppy disk drive. The 
expansion slots could also accept standard PC-compatible memory or I/O cards. There 
were three models, the Dimension 300, 600 and 1200, principally differing in capacity. 
  
While initially successful, sales suffered from the use of hard sector floppy drives 
which made it difficult to port third-party software onto the machines, and the 
company closed in 1987. 
 
In c.1984 the Dept.Computer Science purchased a Northstar Dimension from Tim 
McCarthy of Northstar in Cork (Tim later became Managing Director of Dell). It had 
eight workstation thin clients around a central server (base unit). It.became the first 
PC teaching tool in the department, housed in the ground floor back room of 202 
Pearse Street. In subsequent years this system was superceded by complete labs full of 
PCs. Later again the rise of laptops and tablets led to the demise of such extensive 
laboratory facilities. 
 
Unfortunately this system was disposed of in the mid-2000s. If it survives elsewhere 
the department would very much welcome its donation back into the collection. 
 
 



The homepage for this catalog is at: https://www.scss.tcd.ie/SCSSTreasuresCatalog/ 
Click 'Accession Index' (1st column listed) for related folder, or 'About' for further 
guidance. Some of the items below may be more properly part of other categories of 
this catalog, but are listed here for convenience. 
  

Accession Index Object with Identification 
TCD-SCSS-T.20121208.034 Northstar Dimension. The first PC teaching tool in the 

department, with eight 'thin' workstations served by two base 
units, c.1984. 

  
 



 

 
Figure 1: Northstar Dimension, announcement in InfoWorld, Vol5, No48 

 



 
Figure 2: Northstar Dimension, description in InfoWorld, 15-Dec-1986, p.31 

 



 
Figure 3: Northstar Dimension, benchmarking in PCMAG, 9-Jun-1987, p.326 

 



 
Figure 4: Northstar Dimension, benchmarking in PCMAG, 9-Jun-1987, p.328 

 



 
Figure 5: Northstar Dimension, benchmarking in PCMAG, 9-Jun-1987, p.330 

 



 
Figure 6: Northstar Dimension, benchmarking in PCMAG, 9-Jun-1987, p.321 

 



 
Figure 7: Northstar Dimension, benchmarking in PCMAG, 9-Jun-1987, p.334 

 



 
Figure 8: Northstar Dimension, benchmarking in PCMAG, 9-Jun-1987, p.336 

 


